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The days were 
fi l led with 
a c t i v i t i e s , 
painting school 
tables, and in-
services for the 
teachers.  Mary 
Jane and I did 
an in-service 
on first aid.  
We attended church services and a prayer service 
on Tuesday evening.  I met Mynaudecca, the 5 
year old child that I sponsor from the Living 
Hope Mission.  We spent 5 hours together.  We 
colored pictures, read books and played games.    
 
The days were hot and humid, but we drank 
plenty of water and survived.  Thanks to Mary 
Jane and Andris for their kindness and their 
strong faith in the Lord.  —Lois Schlachter 

~~~~~ 
On the ride from the airport to Living Hope 
Ministry, one is immediately struck by the 
number of people walking/riding along the main 
(and only) road west of Port-Au-Prince.  The 
overwhelming smells of diesel fuel, smoke, 
pollution, garbage and litter everywhere and on 
top of this the traffic is awful.  We joked many 
times that our travel was "ten feet at a time".  And 
oh the heat, oh the heat... I'm tired from a long 
day of travel.  I'm hot; really hot, sweaty and quite 
uncomfortable in the small school bus packed 
with our mission team and our many bags of 
luggage.  Where were we going?  What are we to 
do there?  What am I to do there?   

Y e t 
t h e 
Lor d 
had a 
p l a n 
f o r 
m e 
a n d 
for us 
all.  I 
w a s 

simply amazed at His spirit in our mission team, 
the staff at Living Hope Ministry, in the teachers 
and students we met, and especially in the spirit 
witnessed in the hearts and minds of Mary Jane 
and Andris.  Each member in our team spoke of 
how powerful we saw and felt this 
spirit.  Following lots of hard work (from painting 
to sorting books to teaching) and many, many 
joyous moments of sharing with Haitian teachers 
and ministry staff, we knew why we came.  We 
knew what we were called to do and most 
important to me, what I was doing there.  We 
were called to share the good news with our 

fellow brothers and sisters in Christ and witness 
His spirit in us all.  God was present with us 
throughout our journey.  Through this ministry, 
God planted in each of us a new and invigorated 
spirit of ministry in support of Living Hope 
Ministries.  As a consequence, we will never be 
the same.  Thanks be to God for this gift.  I hope 
to share this gift with you all during the coming 
months and pray that you too have the 
opportunity to share in His ministry in some 
capacity.  Surely God had called us to this 
service!  —Bob Thompson 

~~~~~ 

My first mission trip to Haiti was a very humbling 
experience.  Upon arrival, our taxi ride was a 
unique ride through Port-au-Prince.  There was 
garbage throughout the streets and it made me 
very sad to see how run down the streets were as 
well as the buildings needing upgrades.  The staff 
at Living Hope Ministries’ center was also all 
unbelievable.  The teachers and students were fun 
to interact with.  The church service was very 
uplifting.  It was very gratifying to give to their 
ministry.  Mary Jane and her husband Andris are 
truly wonderful in everything they do. 
 
My day trip to Lagonne to see the University of 
Michigan’s teaching school was also interesting.  
Driving by things like Voodoo union halls and 
watching how the local traffic moves were unique 
experiences for me.  The main daily activity that I 
was involved in was painting school tables.  I 
even had the younger children paint some as well.  
One of the most frustrating things the whole week 
was the fact that I could not communicate in 
Creole.  Overall, my many experiences were both 
humbling and exciting to learn the Creole/Haitian 
culture.  When you realize things like how high 
the unemployment rate in Haiti is for example: 
80%, and 40% of the Haitian’s practice Voodoo, 
you start to understand some of the day to day 
struggles of the Haitian way of life.  The 
experience of the entire week has forever changed 
the way I will look at the rest of my life as well as 
the way I will look at how the rest of the world 
operates.  —Andrew Smith 

Mission Team Reflections 
The Zion Lutheran Church Team from Ann Arbor, Michigan spent six days at the Living 
Hope Mission in late August/ early September.  



Upcoming events 
October 3, 2009  LHM Fall Benefit Dinner/Auction at Der 

Dutchman in Plain City, OH 
 

February 2-9&16, 2010  Pastor Bob Carpenter’s Mission 
Group, LHM Visitor Facility improvements, pastor 
conference 

 

 

 

 

 

LHM Fall Benefit Dinner - October 3rd 
At Der Dutchman in Plain City, Ohio 

 
This year’s silent and live auction items are better than ever!  We 
have a wide range of items including a men’s (L) black leather/
mink reversible jacket, a large ski bag, hand-knit women’s scarves, 
gift certificates to many popular restaurants and over 100 other 
interesting items.  We also have five new Linda Berkemer quilts 
that are all machine-pieced for durability and hand-quilted for 
beauty.  Each is signed and dated in embroidery stitches on the 
back.  Every pattern is stunning and color groups are beautifully 
designed to create an heirloom quality quilt that you will cherish 
for generations.  If you are unable to attend the benefit but are 
interested in a quilt, we will send you pictures and can arrange an 
intermediary to bid for you!  Doors open at 5:30 p.m. with dinner 
served at 6:30 p.m.  To register for the benefit, contact Mark 
Breading at 614-562-8310 or mabread@gmail.com.   

Mission Team Reflections cont. 

While I was on the plane traveling to Haiti, I was nervous.  I had 
no idea what to expect.  While I was not prepared for the heat, I 
was certainly not prepared for 
the welcoming and loving 
people I met there.  While we 
spoke different languages, there 
was not really a language 
barrier; I understood them and I 
like to think that they 
understood me as well.  I loved 
talking with them using what 
little French I know.  I feel 
honored to have provided some 
comic relief with my attempts to 
speak in Creole.  I will always 
remember sitting on the grass 
with the happiest group of 
people, while teaching each other words in English and Creole.  I 
loved discussing school and music while painting benches with 
Kens.  I had so many wonderful experiences, I’ll just list them in 
no particular order:  getting tricked into eating a hot pepper at 
lunch to give the teachers a laugh; being jokingly quizzed on 
everyone’s names; receiving Creole lessons from people of all 
ages; the animated games of soccer; throwing the Frisbee around; 
teaching teachers how to make paper airplanes; and so much more.  
To Mary Jane & Andris, and all the other wonderful people at 
Living Hope Ministries- thank you so much for your hospitality 
and an unforgettable experience.  Bondye beni ou.  God bless you.  
—Lee Gunderson 

One can never be prepared for the miracles that will be witnessed 
in life.  Miracles are those “extraordinary events, developments, or 
achievements that bring very welcome consequences that are not 
explicable by natural law, and therefore, considered to be the 
works of a divine agency.”  Living Hope Ministries can only be 
defined as such.  Mary Jane and Andris, through God’s divine 
mercy, have built a miracle inside the stone walls of the three-acre 
campus.   
 
It is a miracle, in a nation of 80% unemployment and 90% 
illiteracy, that Mary Jane’s and Andris’ mission: ”to train a 
generation of young men and women to change their families, 
communities, and nation with the Gospel of Jesus Christ in Word 
and action” is happening.   
 
I witnessed these miracles 
when: 
�x��we arrived and discovered 

we were to run a three-day 
teacher seminar and we just 
happened to have brought 
the materials to accomplish 
our task. 

�x��we watched 18 teachers 
experience the joy and 
excitement of learning to 
use new teaching materials 
in math and science. 

�x��the youth group expressed their desire for a cleaner and more 
just nation and had the ability to understand the challenges their 
country was facing. 

�x��I felt the love and passion of Jesus Christ in the hearts and 
voices of the Sunday School teachers and school teachers 
despite the language barrier. 

�x��I watched a group of women of many generations share in the 
joy of cooking and preparing a celebratory meal. 

�x��I saw that a school of 300 primary-aged students will be taught, 
not by missionaries brought in from the states, but by employed 
Haitian citizens, working together to become a stronger and 
more educated people. 

 
Miracles are happening daily in Grande Saline, Haiti.  I was lucky 
enough to have been given the opportunity to witness these 
extraordinary events.  I plan to continue to experience these things.  
Haiti is very accessible from the  United States.  I plan to make 
multiple trips each year to witness and participate in the 
miraculous love and mercy that is shown at Living Hope 
Ministries.  Are you up for experiencing the divine?  If so.....you 
know where to go!  —Sara Freudenburg-Puricelli 



Student sponsorship is so important since we provide the 
children with a hot nutritious meal daily, textbooks and 
school supplies, etc.  Would you be willing to help us by 
sponsoring 1 child a month at $30 a month which is only $1 
a day or possibly even two children a month at $2 a day?    
Thank you for your assistance in growing up the next 
generation in Haiti with a Christian education and 
vocational training.  For more information, contact Laura 
Klebs at lklebs@hotmail.com or 206-852-3286 for more 
information. 

My/Our Gifts of Hope LHM  
Please send this completed form to: Living Hope Ministries in Haiti, P.O. Box 28366, Columbus, Ohio  43228-8366 

**Your Donations will be receipted quarterly.  

$_____General Operating Funds ($8,000/mo.) $_____Business School Building Campaign (church and trade school 
building) 

$_____One-time donation 
$_____Monthly pledge for 3 years 
$_____Annual pledge for 3 years 
  
Please send me authorization forms for  
monthly: 
____ automatic withdrawal from checking 
____ monthly charge to a credit/debit card 

$_____Textbooks ($5,000/Yr.) $_____Welding/Ironwork 

$_____Sponsor a Child ($30/mo.) $_____Cooking/Baking 

$_____Primary School - General $_____Sewing/Tailoring 

$_____Trade School - General $_____Embroidery 

$_____Bibles/Song Books ($12 ea.) $_____Arts 

$_____Stove/Refrigerator ($1,500 needed)   

Name:____________________________________ Address:_________________________________________________________ 

City:_________________________ State: ____ Zip: _________+ _____ Phone:_________________ Email:___________________ 

Home Church: ______________________________Address: ________________________________________________________  

*Please make all checks payable to Living Hope Ministries in Haiti.       You may also use Master Card, Visa, Discover, or American Express. 
Card Type: Master Card / Visa/ Discover..   Card#: ________________________________  Expiration Date: ________________ 
You may also make direct deposits or online credit card payments through PayPal.  To have monthly contributions automatically withdrawn from 
your checking account or charged to your credit card, or for any other questions, please contact Mark Breading at (614) 562-8310 or  
mabread@gmail.com. 

A 501(c)3 Tax-Exempt Organization & A member of ECA (Evangelical Church Alliance) 

Prayer Needs 
�x��Haitian government: stability and integrity in all their 

affairs. 

�x��School year: a safe and successful year without political 
problems 

�x��Christianity to prevail in the lives of the Haitian people 
and voodoo to be abolished 

�x��LHM students: to grow in relationship to Christ, to oth-
ers and to be living examples to their families, friends, 
communities and nation 

�x��LHM board: clear and wise direction of the mission 

�x��Mary Jane & Andris: wisdom, safety, and more vision 
for God’s work 

�x��LHM finances: abundance that many uncompleted pro-
jects may be accomplished and the operational needs of 
the mission (staff salaries, school food, books, etc) can 
be met  

�x��Zion Church: the completion of the roof and building, 
and the continual growth of the children, youth and 
adults in word and action.  

Student Sponsorship Opportunities 
 

# 730 Enock Celine  
Birth date: September 7, 2006 
Preschool.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

#731 Julien Blanc  
Birth date: November 28, 2006 
Preschool.   

If you would like to receive the newsletter via email, 
update your contact information, or be removed from our 
mailing list, please contact Mark Breading at 614-436-
8077 or mabread@gmail.com.  Thank you. 



Living Hope Ministries Board of Directors_____________       
Rev. Mary Jane Jolibois - President & International Director   Pastor Ken Lowry           
Rev. Andris Jolibois - Haitian Director Aaron Hawk   
Mark Breading - Vice-President  Sandy Nicholson  
Hope Boring – Secretary & Mailings Yetty Alley - Web Master          
Pastor Bob Carpenter– Board Member at Large Stacy Lane 
Laura Klebs - Co-Director of Student Sponsorship     
Mark Gunderson - Co-Director Student Sponsorship                  

LHM Ministry Leaders  
Correspondence Secretaries: 
Margaret Heimlich 
Betty O’Hara Smith 
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Living Hope Ministries in Haiti  
P.O. Box 28366  
Columbus, Ohio  43228-8366 

Our Mission 
 

To train a generation of young men 
and women to change their families, 

communities, and nation with the  
Gospel of Jesus Christ                        
in Word and Action. 

Mailing Address 
(For single boxes &  

personal correspondence to Haiti) 
 

Mary Jane & Andris Jolibois  
Living Hope Ministries  

C/O Agape Flights (Acct # 16278) 
100 Airport Ave. 

Venice, FL.  34285 
 

Please send $2.50/pound to Columbus address 
to help cover customs and local shipping fees.  

Mailing Address for Funds: 
 

Living Hope Ministries in Haiti  
P.O. Box 28366 

Columbus, OH  43228-8366 
________________________________ 

 
Mailing Address to send Letters to Students 

 
Living Hope Ministries in Haiti  

Child’s Name and # 
B.P. 11146, RH 6136 

Carrefour, Port -au-Prince, Haïti, W.I. 


