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One week in Haiti has 
changed my life.  Every 
bucket of cement handed 
down the line, every 
crack that needed to be 
filled (or didn’t need to 
be filled), every round of 
duck duck goose and red 
light/green light, every 
child who needed a hug 
or a hand to hold, every 
water bottle bleached 

and re-filled, every song sung thanks to a song 
book I will treasure forever, every bookmark 
made with 15 little 1st graders wanting me to help 
them right away and 5th graders laughing as I try 
to learn their language, every smile given and 
received, every teacher who graciously let us into 
their classes, every origami fold and refold and 
refold..., every game of Apples to Apples, every 
prayer prayed at LHM and abroad, every meal 
thanks to wonderfully creative and early rising 
women, every minute in the computer room/oven, 
every testimony and scripture which touched my 
heart, every sunrise, every high and low shared 
nightly and every member of my ‘Haitian’ family 
who were willing to love and serve in whatever 
capacity they were needed.   
 
All of these experiences and many more were a 
visual representation of the body of Christ at 
work.  Though we ranged in age, gender, and 
gifting we all came together under one common 
purpose, to love and serve our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  I have come to realize that we can only be 
the body of Christ when we serve.  Not only was 
this seen in the wonderful men and women from 
Minnesota and Seattle but I saw it represented 
daily by the love and service of the LHM 
teachers, support staff, masons, cooks, and 
directors- Andris and Mary Jane Jolibois.  I now 
have twenty new family members that I love and 
a heart for the nation and children of Haiti... thank 
you Lord Jesus for I have been changed 
forever.  ~Rachael Blackmer  

 
My name is Ed 
Johnson and I was 
gifted with the 
opportunity to be 
able to serve the 
Lord while blessing 
t h i s  a m a z i n g 
mission.  For the 
months leading up to 
this trip I had been 

struggling with trying to get a grasp of what I was 
going to be part of.  This was my fist mission trip 
and the word on the street about Haiti didn’t 

exactly make me feel all warm and fuzzy.  All I 
knew was that I was being called there and that 
this was bigger than me; God was absolutely in 
control.     
 
My understanding was that we were going to be 
building a latrine, a project that had been in the 
planning stages for more than 4 years, and 
spending time ministering to the students and 
faculty.  However, when we got there and began 
breaking into groups, I was assigned to 
photograph the entire experience.  I had brought 
my work gloves and tools, but I had also taken 
along my photography equipment.  I had no 
intention of spending my entire first experience 
behind my lenses, but it became evident very 
quickly that my purpose on this team was to 
observe and capture the power of obedience to 
God.   

 
Being able to 
roam freely 
during this 
amazing week 
gave me a 
very unique 
perspective.  I 
wasn’t tied to 
a n y  o n e 

project; I was able to experience all of them.  It 
was almost like I was that proverbial  fly-on-the-
wall.  And with this angle I was able to get an 
intimate understanding of the amazing things God 
is doing through Andris, Mary Jane and LHM. 
 
To give a better understanding, I was able to snap 
almost 2600 photos in 7 short days.  The first and 
the last days we were blessed with being able to 
see Haiti from outside the walls.  The rest of the 
time was spent at LHM serving God and the 
beautiful people involved.  Outside the compound 
I was astounded.  I witnessed so many moments 
that absolutely broke my heart.  I could feel the 
strongholds that were captivating these poor 
souls, and I felt so useless.  However, the 
photographs I took inside the walls of LHM were 
of love, friendship, hope and togetherness.  If one 
was blind folded from the airport to the ministry, 
you would have no idea of the strife that is going 
on directly outside.  But fortunately we have an 
amazing group of people that have answered 
God’s call and are fighting the fight from the 
front lines.     
 
In conclusion, I would just like to say thank you 
to Andris, Mary Jane, the entire staff of LHM, our 
leader Laura, and most of all to God, without 
whom none of this would be happening.  You are 
all in my prayers and count me in for next time.  
Love ~Ed         

Mission Team Reflections 
The “Latrine” Team from Washington and Minnesota spent seven days at the Living Hope 
Mission in September.  



Upcoming events 
 

February 2-9 & 2-16, 2010  Pastor Bob Carpenter’s Mission 
Group, LHM Visitor Facility improvements, pastor 
conference.  *Funds are being raised for the visitor facility 
expansion.  If you would like to contribute, please contact 
Mark Breading at (614) 562-8310 or mabread@gmail.com. 

Mission Team Reflections cont. 

I decided last year that I was going to go 
on a mission trip.  I wanted to see what 
people were talking about.  I wanted God 
to break my heart and improve my 
empathy for others.  I kept listening to 
Brandon Heath’s song “Give me your 
eyes” begging God to break my heart.  
What I got was to stop saying “I” and 
smiling more than I have in years. 
 
I felt that I would be most useful doing 
manual labor.  I had been working out so I 
could show up everyone else and work 
hard for God.  It was going to be 

satisfying to lift cinder blocks and make a latrine for a school.  I 
was going to see the poverty and become more compassionate 
back home. 
 
Our first day was a Sunday.  We watched over 300 kids sit still for 
2 hours during church service without parents to control them; it 
was amazing.  I started to get to know people a bit better.  I had no 
idea who any of these people were.  I had met Craig and Laura a 
couple times at different events but that was it.  
 
We were settled in and Mary Jane came up to give us an idea of 
what we were going to be doing for the week.  She informed me 
that I would be spending the majority of my time there in the 
computer lab fixing all of their systems.  I lowered my head, 
grumbled in my heart a bit, then brought my head back up with a 
smile and said “Great” while I was thinking “Really? Because I 
hate working on computers.”  
 
I kept thinking about just having a positive attitude and serving 
however God called me to.  By the next morning I was excited to 
get into the lab and serve.  I hadn’t been excited to work on a 
computer in 10 years and I was really itching to get started.  I 
loved it.  God really brought me there to work on computers for 
them.  

 
I watched as people fulfilled 
roles that were not what they 
came there to do yet there 
were needs that they could 
fill easily with their skill 
sets.  Everyone there just had 
a huge desire to love the 
children.  Their recess was 
our break time.  Playing 

soccer one night with the younger guys and some of the masons, I 
was reminded of how terrible I am at soccer.  But no matter how 
hard it was to play in that heat, I wouldn’t have traded it for 
anything.  I enjoyed getting out and spending time with people I 
didn’t know, whether they were members of our team or the 
people we were serving who couldn’t understand half of what I 
was saying; people were happy and enjoying life together. 
 
I learned that I constantly underestimate the power of God.  I 
learned the joy that comes from submitting to God’s will and 
enjoying what tasks he has for me to toil with.  I was comforted by 
the Holy Spirit in a hot environment I could not have been 
comfortable in normally.  I gained and am enjoying the joy of 

Jesus in every facet of my life.  I am forever grateful to Laura 
Klebs for following his instruction and assembling the team that 
went to Haiti for 7 days of memories that can only be thought of 
with pure joy and to Mary Jane and Andris for continuing to serve 
in Haiti.   I can’t wait to see you again.  God is so amazing and he 
works in so many ways.  I praise him for opening my eyes. 
 
Blessings on all of you and to those who shared this experience 
with me.  I am excited to continue to have each of you as a part of 
my life for many years to come.  I hope to see you all in Haiti 
again soon.  God Bless.  ~Jack 

 
I thoroughly enjoyed my week at 
LHM!  We had such a 
wonderful, eclectic group of 
missionaries from Minnesota to 
Washington- each of which came 
with open hearts and ready to 
serve.  I will hold the memories in 
my heart for years- memories of 
the sweet little girls I was helping 
with their beaded bracelets and the 
eyes of the one who quietly asked 
me to sing.  I serenaded her with 

"Jesus Loves the Little Children," and felt the love of Christ being 
poured through me to her.  
 
I will remember Estevida, our cook, stopping me one morning to 
tell me she loved me, and our long, woman to woman embrace as I 
told her that I loved her too.  It is only because of the love that God 
has for a wretched sinner like me, in sending His only Son to 
die on a cross for ME that I can have this same love for 
others.  Praise God!  I look forward to returning to Haiti and LHM 
and visiting my new found friends!   ~Christine 



Student sponsorship is so important since we provide the 
children with a hot nutritious meal daily, textbooks and 
school supplies, etc.  Would you be willing to help us by 
sponsoring 1 child a month at $30 a month which is only $1 
a day or possibly even two children a month at $2 a day?    
Thank you for your assistance in growing up the next 
generation in Haiti with a Christian education and 
vocational training.  For more information, contact Laura 
Klebs at lklebs@hotmail.com or 206-852-3286, or Mark 
Gunderson at mlgondo@comcast.net or 734-996-2435. 

My/Our Gifts of Hope LHM  
Please send this completed form to: Living Hope Ministries in Haiti, P.O. Box 28366, Columbus, Ohio  43228-8366 

**Your Donations will be receipted quarterly.  

$_____General Operating Funds ($8,000/mo.) $_____Business School Building Campaign (church and trade school 
building) 

$_____One-time donation 
$_____Monthly pledge for 3 years 
$_____Annual pledge for 3 years 
  
Please send me authorization forms for  
monthly: 
____ automatic withdrawal from checking 
____ monthly charge to a credit/debit card 

$_____Textbooks ($5,000/Yr.) $_____Welding/Ironwork 

$_____Sponsor a Child ($30/mo.) $_____Cooking/Baking 

$_____Primary School - General $_____Sewing/Tailoring 

$_____Trade School - General $_____Embroidery 

$_____Bibles/Song Books ($12 ea.) $_____Arts 

$_____Stove/Refrigerator ($1,500 needed)   

Name:____________________________________ Address:_________________________________________________________ 

City:_________________________ State: ____ Zip: _________+ _____ Phone:_________________ Email:___________________ 

Home Church: ______________________________Address: ________________________________________________________  

*Please make all checks payable to Living Hope Ministries in Haiti.       You may also use Master Card, Visa, Discover, or American Express. 
Card Type: Master Card / Visa/ Discover..   Card#: ________________________________  Expiration Date: ________________ 
You may also make direct deposits or online credit card payments through PayPal.  To have monthly contributions automatically withdrawn from 
your checking account or charged to your credit card, or for any other questions, please contact Mark Breading at (614) 562-8310 or  
mabread@gmail.com. 

A 501(c)3 Tax-Exempt Organization & A member of ECA (Evangelical Church Alliance) 

Prayer Needs 
�x��Haitian government: stability and integrity in all their 

affairs. 

�x��School year: a safe and successful year without political 
problems 

�x��Christianity to prevail in the lives of the Haitian people 
and voodoo to be abolished 

�x��LHM students: to grow in relationship to Christ, to oth-
ers and to be living examples to their families, friends, 
communities and nation 

�x��LHM board: clear and wise direction of the mission 

�x��Mary Jane & Andris: wisdom, safety, and more vision 
for God’s work 

�x��LHM finances: abundance that many uncompleted pro-
jects may be accomplished and the operational needs of 
the mission (staff salaries, school food, books, etc) can 
be met  

�x��Zion Church: the completion of the roof and building, 
and the continual growth of the children, youth and 
adults in word and action.  

Student Sponsorship Opportunities 
 

#733 Clervidson Seide  
Birth date: December 18, 2006 
Preschool.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

#734 Clervens Seide  
Birth date: December 18, 2006 
Preschool.   

If you would like to receive the newsletter via email, 
update your contact information, or be removed from our 
mailing list, please contact Mark Breading at 614-436-
8077 or mabread@gmail.com.  Thank you. 



Living Hope Ministries Board of Directors_____________       
Rev. Mary Jane Jolibois - President & International Director   Pastor Ken Lowry           
Rev. Andris Jolibois - Haitian Director Aaron Hawk   
Mark Breading - Vice-President  Sandy Nicholson  
Hope Boring – Secretary & Mailings Yetty Alley - Web Master          
Pastor Bob Carpenter– Board Member at Large Stacy Lane 
Laura Klebs - Co-Director of Student Sponsorship     
Mark Gunderson - Co-Director Student Sponsorship                  

LHM Ministry Leaders  
Correspondence Secretaries: 
Margaret Heimlich 
Betty O’Hara Smith 
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Living Hope Ministries in Haiti  
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Columbus, Ohio  43228-8366 

Our Mission 
 

To train a generation of young men 
and women to change their families, 

communities, and nation with the  
Gospel of Jesus Christ                        
in Word and Action. 

Mailing Address 
(For single boxes &  

personal correspondence to Haiti) 
 

Mary Jane & Andris Jolibois  
Living Hope Ministries  

C/O Agape Flights (Acct # 16278) 
100 Airport Ave. 

Venice, FL.  34285 
 

Please send $2.50/pound to Columbus address 
to help cover customs and local shipping fees.  

Mailing Address for Funds: 
 

Living Hope Ministries in Haiti  
P.O. Box 28366 

Columbus, OH  43228-8366 
________________________________ 

 
Mailing Address to send Letters to Students 

 
Living Hope Ministries in Haiti  

Child’s Name and # 
B.P. 11146, RH 6136 

Carrefour, Port -au-Prince, Haïti, W.I. 


